
































 
Dear Sir
      
I am most concerned at the proposal that Golders Green Hippodrome should be 
used as a mega mosque.
 
I am a long standing resident of Golders Green, and regularly use the 
Underground station. I regularly walk past and drive past the building on North 
End Road. I also use the side roads - West Heath Avenue and West Heath 
Road.
 
I remember going to the Hippodrome as a child and teenager years ago to see 
pantomimes, musicals and plays.
 
I am most concerned to hear that the present owners have ignored enforcement 
notices for several years, which would have restricted their use of the building.
 
It is quite clear that granting permission for use of the building as a mega 
mosque would vastly increase its usage and resultant vehicular traffic. Given the 
Owner’s track record of ignoring the Council’s enforcement notice, it is quite clear 
they would be even less inclined to comply with any limiting conditions of a 
planning approval. The Council would be accepting a use which they would be 
powerless to control in the future.
 
Indeed the word “mega” by definition implies intensive and large scale use. 
Should this be allowed to happen, it would be in complete contrast to the rather 
sedate and confined use of the premises over the past decades.
 
In recent years the area has become much more congested with increased 
traffic, causing greater levels of pollution.
 
The number of people milling around the station and the surrounding area has 
increased. We also know from personal experience that undesirable young men 
have often been loitering around the area, causing many local teenagers to have 
to go elsewhere to access public transport. 
 
The police have told us that there has also been an increase in people selling 
drugs in the area.
 
If the Hippodrome becomes a mega mosque, it will obviously attract very large 
numbers of visitors, as that is its  purpose. There will be frequent occasions when 
the area will become almost impassable to local residents and the quality of life 
locally will be disrupted.
 
From a building heritage point of view, I would not wish to see any features of the 
building altered, as this would detract from the ambience of the area.
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Sent: 06 March 2021 22:28
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: HIPPODROME OBJECTION FOR MOSQUE

 

 

Hi

 

I strongly oppose to build mosque at HIPPODROME  place

at golfers green
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Sent: 06 March 2021 22:34
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: HIPPODROME MOSQUE OBJECTION

 

Hi

 

Our family do not accept at all to have mosque at

Hippodrome as it will be huge traffic and pedestrians

problem

 

Tks







Barnet Online: www.barnet.gov.uk 

                                                                    

RE (Regional Enterprise) Limited is a joint venture between Capita plc and London Borough of Barnet. 

Registered in England 08615172. Registered Office: 17 Rochester Row, London, England SW1P 1QT.

 

 

 

 

 
Sent: 06 March 2021 22:30
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: HIPPODROME MOSQUE PLANNING

 

Hi

 

My family and myself strongly oppose as it will 

create huge traffic on road and traffic jam too

 

Thanks
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Sent: 06 March 2021 22:32
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: HIPPODROME MOSQUE

 

Hi

 

Myself and my wife object to build mosque as there

will huge chaos and traffic issue

 

Thanks



















Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 13:11:35 +0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:Application Reference Number: 20/2988/FUL -LOCATION GOLDERS GREEN 
HIPPODROME,LONDON NW11 7RP 

Dear Sirs,

 

We are lodging this objection to the above application number 20/2988/FUL in respect of the above site, 
which is The Golders Green Hippodrome ,NW11 7RP.

The reasons for our objection are as follows:-

We have been residents of  for the past 48 years. We have fond memories of this 
Grade 2 Listed Building going back even  further when in the nineteen fifties we used to regularly sit in 
�The Gods� of this lovely Theatre, enjoying pre.West end theatre performances as well as Gang shows 
pantomimes and even Spanish flamenco dancing. Subsequently, it became  the home of the BBC 
Concert Orchestra, with it�s renowned �Friday night is music Night� concerts.  All of this activity was 
to the benefit to the whole local community and we at no time experienced any disruption from visitors 
to the Hippodrome.

 

However, since the sale of the property and the vacation of the BBC, the change of user has materially 
affected our peaceful enjoyment of our home. Despite the Hippodrome being adjacent to a main 
transport hub i.e. Golders Green underground station and the main Bus and coach station serving all 
parts of London and beyond, a large number of visitors were choosing to arrive by private cars.

 

 is  a residential road occupied by elderly people and many families with young 
children. It is not wide enough for cars coming from both directions to pass when parking is on both 
sides of the road. When the building by the present occupiers was in constant use prior to the pandemic 
restrictions, we residents were plagued by selfish inconsiderate parking. We had days of constant traffic 
jams and being unable to reach our homes. Cars were parked on both sides of the road, across 
driveways, garages and on yellow lines. On one occasion it took us nearly 15 minutes to drive about 30 
yards from North End Road to our house only to find that a parked car had blocked the entrance to our 
drive.  We are aware of similar incidents in West Heath Drive and Golders Park Close. We had to call the 
traffic enforcement team  on several occasions to deal with the problems. It is extremely bad at the 
bend in West Heath Avenue where it meets the entrance to Golders Hill Park where cars are coming 
from both directions. In those circumstances  It would be impossible for Emergency Vehicles to get 
through to the residents homes.  We also experienced great disturbance late at night with vehicle 
hooters, idling engines and loud shouting. Emissions are adding to the pollution in an already highly 
polluted area.



















Planning Technician

Planning and Building Control

London Borough of Barnet
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Sent: 06 March 2021 22:12
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>

Subject: 20/2988/FUL Golders Green Hippodrome London NW11 7RP

 

Dear Sir/ Madam
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Sent: 06 March 2021 20:23
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: golders green hippodrome ref 20/2988/FUL

 

Highly object to the idea of allowing a group of worshippers to take over the hippodrome. 
At the best of times traffic is unbearable and the number of people using this facility will 
only cause chaos to the area as well as parking problems, noise and pollution.

 

 

Golders green is a very pleasant quiet residential area and we think it would be much 
more appropriate to take over a site like toys rus next to tesco which has plenty of space 
and room for hundreds of car parking spaces off the beat and track and therefore  not 
disturbing or causing any chaos.







Sent:Sun, 07 Mar 2021 14:59:27 +0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:Re[2]: application number 20/2988/FUL

 N,W,4 

------ Original Message ------
From: "Planning Consultation" <Planning.Consultation@barnet.gov.uk>

Sent: 07/03/2021 07:53:39
Subject: RE: application number 20/2988/FUL

Dear Madam

 

Could you please provide your full home address in order to enable  us to log 
your comments.

 

Thank you

 

Kind regards

 

 

 

Planning Technician

Planning and Building Control

London Borough of Barnet

2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, London, NW9 4EW 















Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 16:11:23 -0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:RE: Object

 

N2 

 

 

From: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk> 
Sent: 07 March 2021 07:53

Subject: RE: Object

 

Dear Sir

 

Could you please provide your full home address in order to enable  us to log your comments.

 

Thank you

 

Kind regards

 

 



 

Planning Technician

Planning and Building Control

London Borough of Barnet

2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, London, NW9 4EW 

Barnet Online: www.barnet.gov.uk 
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Sent: 06 March 2021 11:32
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: Object

 

















Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 16:26:51 +0000 (GMT)
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:RE: Planning Application Reference :-20/2988/FUL . Site Location :- Golders Green 
Hippodrome London NW11 7RP

Dear Madam,

 NW11

regards

------ Original Message ------
From: "Planning Consultation" <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>

Sent: Sunday, 7 Mar, 21 At 07:52
Subject: RE: Planning Application Reference :-20/2988/FUL . Site Location :- Golders 
Green Hippodrome London NW11 7RP

Dear Sir

Could you please provide your full home address in order to enable us to log your 
comments.

Thank you

Kind regards

Planning Technician

Planning and Building Control



London Borough of Barnet

2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, London, NW9 4EW 

Barnet Online: www.barnet.gov.uk 
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Sent: 06 March 2021 13:51
To: Planning Consultation <Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk>
Subject: Planning Application Reference :-20/2988/FUL . Site Location :- Golders 
Green Hippodrome London NW11 7RP

Dear Sir

OBJECTION TO THE ABOVE PLANNING APPLICATION

I wish to object to the owners above planning application. There is already an appeal 
pending against the owners previous planning application. This is an attempt to get 
around the appeal process. This application should be refused and any appeal settled by 
the Planning Inspectorate with the appeal already pending. As the Council is aware this is 
a controversial planning application and should be refused.
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Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 18:39:58 +0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:Re: OBJECT Ref: 20/2988/FUL

,

 NW11 

 

On 7 Mar 2021, at 08:11, Planning Consultation 
<Planning.Consultation@Barnet.gov.uk> wrote:

Dear Madam
 
Could you please provide your full home address in order to enable  us to log your 
comments.
 
Thank you
 
Kind regards
 
 

Planning Technician
Planning and Building Control
London Borough of Barnet
2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, London, NW9 4EW
Tel: 
Barnet Online: www.barnet.gov.uk

                                                                    
RE (Regional Enterprise) Limited is a joint venture between Capita plc and London Borough of Barnet.
Registered in England 08615172. Registered Office: 17 Rochester Row, London, England SW1P 1QT.
 
 
 





















Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 20:23:18 +0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:OBJECT
Importance:High

 

PLANNING

LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET 

NW9 4EW

 RE: GOLDERS GREEN HIPPODROME,

LONDON NW11 7RP

 

Dear Sirs,

 We would wish to object to the Hippodrome in NW11 to be converted to an 
Islamic place of worship. We would like to protect the existing local amenity 
of which we all benefit safeguarding the beloved Hippodrome.

 We are objecting to it being used specifically as a place of worship being a 
huge edifice for one religious community only, be they Christian, Jewish or 
Muslim.

 The Hippodrome is an outstanding artistic building of high craftsmanship 
with a long communal history for all, Indeed I have fond memories of this 
monumental building growing up in the area and would be sad to see it 
designated to just one particular group.

My strong feeling is that It should be continued as a centrepiece of the 
whole community.

 It has been noted that that the area has suffered badly due to the noise 
and disturbance during the unauthorized use of the Hippodrome and this 
will only be without a doubt, intensified should the Council grant planning 
consent. 



 In conclusion we strongly object and request you in no uncertain terms, not 
to grant planning permission as a place of worship.

 

Yours sincerely 

 

NW11 

 

 

 





Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 20:27:49 +0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:OBJECT 

To whom it may concern

REF: Golders Green Hippodrome
Application Ref20/2988/FUL

I tried getting into the web site portal but quite clearly it is apparently "up for 
maintenance" from the 5th to 8th March which is very convenient for the Council 
considering the last day for any further objections closes on the 8th.  By all reports, there 
seems to be an apparent resistance by the council to want to listen to the people who 
elected them since you have zeroed all comments on the portal. Unusual behaviour in the 
circumstances and something to keep in mind for the future. 

Strangely, I do not recall receiving any forewarning from the council regarding any 
pending application to convert the Hippodrome to a Mosque but, be that as it may, setting 
aside the Hippodrome's historic past and its recent usage as a community centre does it 
really need to be converted into one of the largest Islamic centres in Europe? Surely, as 
a meeting place for whatever reasons, it should be there for the whole community at 
large and not , in my opinion, a mosque or any other single denominational religious 
group. A single denomination religious building takes away the use it was originally used 
for and limits its use to one sector of the community creating other socially antagonistic 
issues let alone additional noise, traffic, and parking problems it will engender.  

Why would we and you , as our council, want to encourage more religious activity in the 
area when there are plenty of Mosques in nearby areas such as Neasden, Wembley / 
Cricklewood (Medina centre) , Mosque and Islamic Centre of Brent and the large one in 
Regents Park with a total of  about 477 Mosques dotted around London so why do we 
need another one in Golders Green to cater for 3200 worshippers.  Do we really need 
that??  It will not just be used by the local Muslim population but by non-residents as 
well and are all the non-resident contingent going to travel by public transport? I doubt 
that, which begs the next question - where are they going to park?  It raises many 
questions, logistical and feasibility studies alone, and could cause immeasurable 
social and environmental damage to the area.

Are the council wanting to relieve themselves of a white elephant, maybe(?)  If it is to 
make money out of it, that is fine on paper, but to convert it to a Mosque does have 
strings attached. Mosques require a Muezzin to call people to the place of worship from 
a minaret. Will this be allowed as this is not likely to be a welcome sound to all the 
residents living close by.



These are my thoughts.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course the outcome of this application and 
why, as my elected council, you think this is such a good idea.

 
NW2 

































found online offering this advice.  No doubt there are local residents with legitimate 
concerns about parking, but there are also local residents whose fears about the 
consequences of the presence of the Markaz are based on a hate campaign of egregious 
misinformation and others who are utterly cynical in advancing parking concerns because 
they are anti-Muslim.  

This has been a convoluted and protracted planning process.  I fear that the concerns of 
the council about the possible politicisation of this decision have led to an attitude of 
extreme, possibly even excessive caution, and that the consequence of this has been that 
this community have, in effect, been put through huge stress and delay and put to great 
expense and subject in effect to discrimination because they are a Muslim institution.  I 
am aware that a number of the elderly trustees of the Markaz are not well and that this 
protracted process has had a negative impact on their health.  The community has 
received hate male and been subject to racist harassment.  The delays in the planning 
process have contributed to the demoralisation of this community.  It would be an 
indelible shame if they were driven out of Barnet in effect because of Islamophobia.

The Markaz are our friends.  Like us, they want to exercise their right as members of a 
minority religion to meet and assemble and to worship freely and without discrimination 
and harassment.  Like us, many of them and their families have arrived in Barnet within 
living memory as refugees from opporession and discrimination elsewhere.  

There can be no legitimate planning basis for continuing to deprive this community of the 
opportunity to meet and to use their building.  We fully support their application and 
appeal to you to approve it.

Yours sincerely,



























Sent:Sun, 7 Mar 2021 21:44:30 +0000
To:Planning Consultation
Subject:FW: Application ref.20/2988/FUL

 

 

 

 
Sent: 03 March 2021 20:15
To: planning.consultation@barnet.gov.uk
Subject: Application ref.20/2988/FUL

 

Objection to proposed replacement of Golders Green Hippodrome with a huge mosque.

The iconic Hippodrome was open to all - not so a mosque, which would by its very nature exclude the 
majority of local residents.

Further, the proposed mosque will also cause huge increases in the amount of traffic and congestion 
within that area.

Local government exists for the benefit of its residents. If it allows the application, it's obvious that it is 
acting contrary to its 'raison d'etre'.

 

 

Nw11 

























 

NW11  

7.3.21 

 

Planning 

London Borough of Barnet 

2 Bristol Avenue 

Colindale 

London NW9 4EW 

Dear Sir/Madam 

OBJECTION: Re: 20/2988/FUL   Golders Green Hippodrome, London NW11 7RP 

I am writing to object to the above planning application for the following reasons: 

1. Negative impact on traffic and parking, increased congestion and pollution  

2.Diminishing of a local community amenity  instead of strengthening community cohesion  

I  will now give my reasons for the objections: 

1. Negative impact on traffic and parking, increased congestion and pollution  

When the Hippodrome was previously  used as a place of worship one of the results was that 
parking for residents and shoppers was difficult. It was impossible to park in Sainsbury's car park if 
you had a heavy load of shopping and at that time Sainsbury's put restrictions in place in recognition 
of the use of their car park as parking by the worshippers not shoppers. There is not enough parking 
spaces for residents and  the parking spaces near  Golders Green park are usually full at weekends 
and other times. Additional traffic in the area would impact negatively on those who use Golders 
Green for their shopping, recreation, health and wellbeing. More cars parking and driving through 
the neighbourhood would be to the detriment of current residents, people who use local shops and 
those who use the park facilities.  

The Travel Plan shows on page 18 Table 6.1 that, when the survey was taken, that 32% of journeys 
are by car, Although the aim is to reduce to 10% that is ambitious target considering that the 
majority of the 170  respondents lived within a 45 minute public transport distance from the 
Hippodrome  and that the aim is to reduce to 10% over 5 years. Meanwhile use of taxis will be 
promoted in the travel plan again causing congestion at an already very busy roundabout at the 
Clock Tower and a major terminus for bus and coaches. The majority of users of public transport will 
be using it at the peak hours of 18.00 to 20.00 and 21.00 to 23.00 on Fridays (page 18, para 6.2 of 
the Travel Plan}. It is already  virtually impossible to drive along the Finchley Road to the North 
Circular via Temple Fortune during a Friday rush hour and there will be increased noise from people 



leaving the Markaz at 23.00 with increased use of cars, taxis and public transport. This will be to the 
detriment of local residents and users of local facilities. The roads around the Clock Tower are 
already a pinch point,  there is no further capacity for increased pedestrians or traffic. The likely 
attendance of 1,400 people on seven occasions per year in addition to other planned  events of 
expected attendance of 500 per event will be detrimental to local facilities and local residents. 

The Planning Statement (para5.5.4) states that there are showering facilities in the building for 
cyclists, but due to the lack of labelling on the plans it is not possible to see if there are showers for 
males and for females, presumably equal opportunities would require both so thatthe trvel plan can 
be promoted equally to both males and females. 

There is a wide range of activities planned as detailed in the Public Performance Management 
Scheme  (in addition to the annual calendar),  and large numbers may attend, these include  
weddings, large screen showings of football matches which  may cause further congestion on top of 
the annual calendar of religious festivals.  

The Planning Statement para 5.4.6 claims that there are cycle routes and cycle parking with capacity 
in proximity to the site. in fact there are no marked routes for cyclists near the Clock Tower or cycle 
parking. The plan is to include  58 cycle parking spaces  externally (para5.5.4 Planning Statement) 
but it does state where these will be or if the local community or general public will be able to use 
them or if this will cause further congestion and hazards on the pavement causing obstructions for 
pedestrians, wheelchair users or people with buggies etc. 

The increased use of the Hippodrome by large numbers will increase potential conflict  between 
cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles, and it should be noted that there is an extremely high number of 
buses and coaches which are circulating around Golders Green. 

I am not convinced or confident that there will be proper monitoring by Barnet Council of the Travel 
Plan  or sufficient penalties if targets are not met. 

For all the above reasons I consider that the proposal will be detrimental to Golders Green. 

 

2. Diminishing of a local community amenity  instead of strengthening community cohesion  

Although the activities Public Performance Management Scheme listed state that non-Moslems are 
welcome to attend theactivities   there is no equal opportunities statement supporting the  access of 
all people regardless of creed, sexual orientation, gender or disability etc. nor confirmation that the 
events will be fully inclusive. indeed the Public Performance Management Scheme has been 
replicated from the application in 2007 (para 5.3.10 of the Planning Statement) ,therefore it may not 
actually reflect the vision and aims of the current owners of the Hippodrome or their commitment to 
the  actual implementation of the Public Performance Management Scheme.   For example the daily 
nursery planned will require specific facilities for younger children, i.e. toilets at a suitable height for 
children, facilities for staff, storage area for  play equipment and an  outdoor play area for example if 
it is to meet Ofsted criteria. The submitted plans  are not labelled so it is not possible to ascertain if 
indeed the day nursery is  seriously planned for or has been  included in the list of activities  in the 



application as token compliance  because  the  planning permission was previously granted with this  
or a very similar scheme. 

Although permission was granted in 2007 for the Hippodrome to be used as a church it was not an 
asset to the local community and caused congestion and difficulties in parking. To the best of my 
knowledge no local community events took place. Since 2007, thirteen years ago,  we are more 
aware of the impact of increased traffic on the health and wellbeing of local children and residents 
and our understanding of what a fully inclusive community looks like has also developed. What may 
have been acceptable  over a decade ago is in many respects outdated, therefore the expectations 
of the local community will have moved on too. Consider the call for rights of transgender and gay 
community and equality for women in all strata of society. Any application that assumes that what 
was appropriate in 2007 is still appropriate will not be delivering increased community cohesion or  
inclusive practices but will be reverting to the  token plans of a previous occupants without any 
commitment, but as a ploy to obtain planning permission. I therefore do not think that the will be 
benefit to the amenities local community from the Public Performance Management  Scheme. 

In conclusion I object to the planning application 20/2988/FUL    

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  








