
 

   
  

 
 
  

 
2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW 

  20 August 2025 
    Our ref: 15210608 
 
 
  
  
Thank you for your request received on 14 August 2025, for the following 
information: 
  
Please provide the following information for the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 
academic years, broken down by year where possible:  
1. Number of pupils placed in alternative provision (AP), including but not 
limited to:  
o Pupil referral units  
o Independent alternative provision providers  
o AP academies and free schools  
o Education provided otherwise than at school (e.g., tuition)  
2. Of these, please indicate:  
o The number who had an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)  
o The number who were on SEN Support without an EHCP  
3. Commissioning arrangements for alternative provision:  
o Whether placements are commissioned directly by the local authority, by 
schools, or both  
o Any framework agreements or approved provider lists in place for AP  
4. Expenditure:  
o Total annual spend by the local authority on alternative provision  
o Breakdown by type of provision (PRU, independent AP, AP academies/free 
schools, other)  
5. Duration of placements:  
o Average length of stay in alternative provision, broken down by type of 
provision  
6. Trend information:  
o Any data or reports you hold showing trends in the use of AP over the above 
period (e.g., increases or decreases in pupil numbers, changes in profile of 
pupils placed) 
  
We have processed this request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
   
Response  
  
I can confirm that London Borough of Barnet holds the information you requested.  
 
However, we believe that the exemptions detailed below apply to some of this 
information and this is withheld. 
  
 



 
  
Please see the exemption notice below in reference to Q1.  

Please provide the following information for the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 
academic years, broken down by year where possible: 

1. Number of pupils placed in alternative provision (AP), including but not 
limited to: 
o Pupil referral units 
o Independent alternative provision providers 
o AP academies and free schools 
o Education provided otherwise than at school (e.g., tuition) 

Section 21 - Information available elsewhere - We consider that the absolute 
exemption set out in Section 21 (information accessible by other means) applies to 
the information requested because it is already reasonable accessible 
at: https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-
tables/permalink/188088d4-c172-47f6-2a39-08ddd6501820 

2. Of these, please indicate: 
o The number who had an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
o The number who were on SEN Support without an EHCP 

2024: 54 
2025: 83 
  
These figures are from the SEN2 of both years, so are snapshots in January, and 
are EHCPs only. They cover elective home education, arrangements under section 
61 (LA) and arrangements under section 42 (parents). 
  
3. Commissioning arrangements for alternative provision: 
  
These are usually following an annual review and when a child is unable to attend or 
hasn't been attending. The schools refer to the Local Authority's own alternative 
provision for support 
  
o Whether placements are commissioned directly by the local authority, by 
schools, or both 
  
The Local Authority has its own alternative provision 
  
o Any framework agreements or approved provider lists in place for AP 
4. Expenditure: 
o Total annual spend by the local authority on alternative provision 
o Breakdown by type of provision (PRU, independent AP, AP academies/free 
schools, other) 
  
Please see the attached spreadsheet. 
  
5. Duration of placements: 
  
Can vary and is dependent on child's needs and when the placement is possible and 
confirmed 
  
6. Trend information: 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/permalink/188088d4-c172-47f6-2a39-08ddd6501820
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/permalink/188088d4-c172-47f6-2a39-08ddd6501820


o Any data or reports you hold showing trends in the use of AP over the above 
period (e.g., increases or decreases in pupil numbers, changes in profile of 
pupils placed) 

Re AP: 

• LBB has continued to commission the same number of AP places for several 
years for various cohorts (including Permanently Excluded CYP, those with 
medical needs, and those who may benefit from specialist, time limited 
intervention from AP). 

• Over the academic year 2025-2026 LBB will be scrutinising the needs of the 
cohorts and the number of places commissioned following a refresh of the 
SLA between the LBB and the AP providers.  This was conducted as part of 
Barnet's lead role for the London region Change Programme Partnership 

Further information 

If you are interested in the data that the council holds you may wish to visit Open 
Barnet, the council's data portal. This brings together all our published datasets and 
other information of interest on one searchable database for anyone, anywhere to 
access.  http://open.barnet.gov.uk/ 

  

Advice and Assistance : Direct Marketing  

If you are a company that intends to use the names and contact details of council 
officers (or other officers) provided in this response for direct marketing, you need to 
be registered with the Information Commissioner to process personal data for this 
purpose.  You must also check that the individual (whom you wish to contact for 
direct marketing purposes) is not registered with one of the Preference Services to 
prevent Direct Marketing. If they are you must adhere to this preference.  
 
You must also ensure you comply with the Privacy Electronic and Communications 
Regulations (PECR). For more information follow this Link  www.ico.org.uk 

For the avoidance of doubt the provision of council (and other) officer names 
and contact details under FOI does not give consent to receive direct 
marketing via any media and expressly does not constitute a 'soft opt-in' under 
PECR.  

  

Your rights 

  
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you 
can request a review within the next 40 working days by writing to the Information 
Management Team at: foi@barnet.gov.uk. Or by post to Records & Information 
Management Service, Assurance Group, London Borough of Barnet, 2 Bristol 
Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW 
  
If, having exhausted our review procedure, you remain dissatisfied with the handling 
of your request or complaint, you will have a right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner at: The Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water 
Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF (telephone: 0303 123 1113; website 
www.ico.org.uk).  There is no charge for making an appeal. 

http://open.barnet.gov.uk/
http://www.ico.org.uk/
mailto:foi@barnet.gov.uk
http://www.ico.org.uk/


  
  
  


