
  

  

 

RE Highways Network Management, 
Colindale Offices, 

2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW
 9 December 2019
   Our ref: 5782968

 
 
Thank you for your request received on 8 November 2019, for the following 
information:
What is Barnet Councils Criteria for selecting streets in which to impose a 20mph 
speed limit
 
We have processed this request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
 
Response 
 
I can confirm that London Borough of Barnetholds the information you requested. 

However, we consider that the following exemption sapply to some of the information 
requested.  The remaining information is not withheld and is below. 

What is Barnet Councils Criteria for selecting streets in which to impose a 
20mph speed limit 

 
We consider that the absolute exemption set out in Section 21 (Information 
accessible by other means) applies to the information requested because the 
information requested is already reasonably accessible elsewhere.The lins are 
provided in the response below. 

The former Cabinet in 2014 agreed the recommendations of a Task and Finish 
Group to allow schools in the borough to ‘opt-in’ for a 20 mph limit/zone 
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=5195 . The decision 
provided for requests from other groups to also be considered, but the focus has 
been on schools. In line with this decision, dedicated funding for providing 20mph 
areas around schools has been allocated for a number of years from the borough’s 
Local Implementation Plan (LIP) funding available from TfL.

Requests from schools (for 20mph areas and other engineering measures) are 
identified from the school’s School Travel Plan and prioritised using a points based 
scoring system that takes account of the school’s work in encouraging sustainable 
travel as well as the local environment, safety etc.  Other locations where 20mph 
schemes are requested are considered alongside other general traffic management 
requests and also prioritised using a points based system. The prioritisation systems 
are outlined here 

https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=5195


https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s31749/Appendix%205%20Proposed%2
0LIP%20Prioritisation%20Tool%20for%202016-17%20schemes_27.04.16.pdf

 

From time to time other funding is also available from developers, Area Committee 
budgets or other sources to make provision in a specific location.

A distinction needs to be made between 20mph limits and 20mph zones. 20mph 
speed limits make use of signage only, but are only likely to be effective where traffic 
speeds are already relatively low.  Where the speed limit on a road appears to 
drivers to be lower than is appropriate to the conditions compliance with the speed 
limit using signage alone is unlikely and the level of enforcement needed to support it 
places an undue burden on police resources, and may give road users an undue 
sense of security regarding the speed of vehicles.

20mph zones require some traffic calming features in order to make them self-
enforcing.

The appropriate type of provision and extent of this is considered on a case by case 
basis as part of the design process, taking account of national guidance and local 
circumstances. Provision of a 20 mph restriction is subject to statutory consultation 
before the measures are introduced.

 

Further information

If you are interested in the data that the council holds you may wish to visit Open 
Barnet, the council’s data portal. This brings together all our published datasets and 
other information of interest on one searchable database for anyone, anywhere to 
access.   http://open.barnet.gov.uk/

Advice and Assistance : Direct Marketing 

If you are a company that intends to use the names and contact details of council 
officers (or other officers) provided in this response for direct marketing, you need to 
be registered with the Information Commissioner to process personal data for this 
purpose.  You must also check that the individual (whom you wish to contact for 
direct marketing purposes) is not registered with one of the Preference Services to 
prevent Direct Marketing. If they are you must adhere to this preference. 

You must also ensure you comply with the Privacy Electronic and Communications 
Regulations (PECR). For more information follow this Link   www.ico.org.uk

For the avoidance of doubt the provision of council (and other) officer names 
and contact details under FOI does not give consent to receive direct 
marketing via any media and expressly does not constitute a ‘soft opt-in’ 
under PECR. 

Your rights  

If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you 
can request a review within the next 40 working days by writing to the Information 
Management Team at: foi@barnet.gov.uk. Or by post to Information Management 
Team (FOI) London Borough of Barnet, 2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW
 

https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s31749/Appendix%205%20Proposed%20LIP%20Prioritisation%20Tool%20for%202016-17%20schemes_27.04.16.pdf
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s31749/Appendix%205%20Proposed%20LIP%20Prioritisation%20Tool%20for%202016-17%20schemes_27.04.16.pdf
http://open.barnet.gov.uk/
http://www.ico.org.uk/
mailto:foi@barnet.gov.uk


If, having exhausted our review procedure, you remain dissatisfied with the handling 
of your request or complaint, you will have a right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner at: The Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water 
Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF (telephone: 0303 123 1113; website 
www.ico.org.uk).  There is no charge for making an appeal.
 
 

http://www.ico.org.uk/

