
  

  

 

RE Highways Network Management, 
Colindale Offices, 

2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW
 18 February 2021
   Our ref: 6914017

 
 
Thank you for your request received on 7 January 2021, for the following information:
 
This request is made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act and 
Environmental Information Regulations and is submitted on behalf of Friern Barnet & 
Whetstone Residents' Association. 

The request relates to proposals to alleviate congestion in Friern barnet Lane N20 and 
Friern Barnet Road N11. 

1. What proposals are under consideration or are programmed for implementation - 

A. to alleviate congestion along the stretch of Friern Barnet Lane N20 between the 
junction with Myddelton Park and the High Road, in particular the congestion caused 
because the road is too narrow to accommodate two lanes of traffic ( especially buses 
and trucks) travelling in opposite directions and also vehicles parked on both sides of 
the road; and 

B. to alleviate congestion in an eastbound direction along Friern Barnet Road N11 
between the junction with Friern Barnet Lane/Colney Hatch Lane and the 
roundabout/junction at Betstyle Circus , 

a. generally and 

b. to remove the 'choke point' between the junction with Station Road and Betstyle 
Circus which arises because vehicles parked along the kerbside of the eastbound 
lane reduce the available width of the eastbound carriageway to less than a single 
lane, with the consequence that vehicles ( particularly buses and trucks)moving east 
are forced to cross the crown of the road into the westbound traffic stream- a 
manoeuvre which cannot be carried out when the westbound carriageway is occupied 
by westbound vehicles, with the result that the eastbound traffic stream is halted and 
congestion builds up, commonly right back to the junction with Friern Barnet 
Lane/Colney Hatch Lane or even beyond, affecting Woodhouse Road 

In connection with the above (B) we refer you to a Capita Report ' Phase 2 Barnet 
Junction Assessments Improvement Options ' November 2016 prepared for the 
Council. The report looks at several junctions which are projected to have increased 
delays due to the growth of the borough and/or already experience significant delay. 
The report recommended a review of the A1003 Friern Barnet Road/Station Road 
traffic light controlled junction and the adjacent Oakleigh Road South/ Friern Barnet 
Road/ Bowes Road roundabout (Betstyle Circus) , as the queue of traffic back from 
here has an effect on the operation of the Woodhouse Road/Friern Barnet Road/ 
Colney Hatch Lane junction during the PM peak period. 



2. Please provide a copy of the final version of the Minutes of a meeting held on 2 
September 2019 between Council officers and Councillors representing Woodhouse 
and Coppetts Wards, which was attended by Councillors Hutton, Cooke and 
Rawlings. Officers from Barnet, including Mario Lecordier, Interim Strategic Lead 
Commissioner- Highways Environment Commissioning Group, Re and Sustrans also 
attended.
 
We have processed this request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  
Response 

The council holds the information requested and  the answers to your questions are below 

This request is made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act and 
Environmental Information Regulations and is submitted on behalf of Friern Barnet & 
Whetstone Residents' Association. 

The request relates to proposals to alleviate congestion in Friern barnet Lane N20 and 
Friern Barnet Road N11. 

1. What proposals are under consideration or are programmed for implementation  

A. to alleviate congestion along the stretch of Friern Barnet Lane N20 between the 
junction with Myddelton Park and the High Road, in particular the congestion caused 
because the road is too narrow to accommodate two lanes of traffic ( especially buses 
and trucks) travelling in opposite directions and also vehicles parked on both sides of 
the road; and 
 
A proposal to signalise the junction of A1000 High Road with Friern Barnet Lane is in 
progress, with work due to be carried out on site.

No other current proposals have been identified that specifically address this issue.

B. to alleviate congestion in an eastbound direction along Friern Barnet Road N11 
between the junction with Friern Barnet Lane/Colney Hatch Lane and the 
roundabout/junction at Betstyle Circus , 
 

A proposal for adjustments at the signals at Friern Barnet Road/Colney Hatch Lane/Friern 
Barnet Lane has been developed that includes some measures to mitigate the impact of 
vehicles queuing back from Friern Barnet Road.

A proposal associated with the former Friern Barnet Service Station site (now a nursery at 
the corner of Hartland Road) includes a parking control review in the vicinity of the land.

No other current proposals have been identified that specifically address this issue..

b. to remove the 'choke point' between the junction with Station Road and Betstyle 
Circus which arises because vehicles parked along the kerbside of the eastbound 
lane reduce the available width of the eastbound carriageway to less than a single 
lane, with the consequence that vehicles ( particularly buses and trucks)moving east 
are forced to cross the crown of the road into the westbound traffic stream- a 
manoeuvre which cannot be carried out when the westbound carriageway is occupied 
by westbound vehicles, with the result that the eastbound traffic stream is halted and 
congestion builds up, commonly right back to the junction with Friern Barnet 
Lane/Colney Hatch Lane or even beyond, affecting Woodhouse Road.
In connection with the above (B) we refer you to a Capita Report ' Phase 2 Barnet 
Junction Assessments Improvement Options ' November 2016 prepared for the 



Council. The report looks at several junctions which are projected to have increased 
delays due to the growth of the borough and/or already experience significant delay. 
The report recommended a review of the A1003 Friern Barnet Road/Station Road 
traffic light controlled junction and the adjacent Oakleigh Road South/ Friern Barnet 
Road/ Bowes Road roundabout (Betstyle Circus) , as the queue of traffic back from 
here has an effect on the operation of the Woodhouse Road/Friern Barnet Road/ 
Colney Hatch Lane junction during the PM peak period. 
 

No current proposals identified.

2. Please provide a copy of the final version of the Minutes of a meeting held on 2 
September 2019 between Council officers and Councillors representing Woodhouse 
and Coppetts Wards, which was attended by Councillors Hutton, Cooke and 
Rawlings. Officers from Barnet, including Mario Lecordier, Interim Strategic Lead 
Commissioner- Highways Environment Commissioning Group, Re and Sustrans also 
attended. 

We have not identified a final version of the minutes – however the draft version is attached.

Further information

If you are interested in the data that the council holds you may wish to visit Open Barnet, the 
council’s data portal. This brings together all our published datasets and other information of 
interest on one searchable database for anyone, anywhere to access.   
http://open.barnet.gov.uk/ 

Advice and Assistance : Direct Marketing 

If you are a company that intends to use the names and contact details of council officers (or 
other officers) provided in this response for direct marketing, you need to be registered with 
the Information Commissioner to process personal data for this purpose.  You must also 
check that the individual (whom you wish to contact for direct marketing purposes) is not 
registered with one of the Preference Services to prevent Direct Marketing. If they are you 
must adhere to this preference. 

You must also ensure you comply with the Privacy Electronic and Communications 
Regulations (PECR). For more information follow this Link   www.ico.org.uk 

For the avoidance of doubt the provision of council (and other) officer names and 
contact details under FOI does not give consent to receive direct marketing via any 
media and expressly does not constitute a ‘soft opt-in’ under PECR. 

Your rights  

If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you can 
request a review within the next 40 working days by writing to the Information Management 
Team at: foi@barnet.gov.uk. Or by post to Information Management Team (FOI) London 
Borough of Barnet, 2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW
 
If, having exhausted our review procedure, you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your 
request or complaint, you will have a right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at: The 
Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 
5AF (telephone: 0303 123 1113; website www.ico.org.uk).  There is no charge for making an 
appeal.
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